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What an exciting month March has been with so many Harmony Day        

celebrations on the Mid North Coast.  The theme for Harmony Day was 

‘Everyone Belongs’.   It was a great opportunity to celebrate not only          

Australia’s diversity but also the diversity in our local communities.   

Did you know? 

 Around 45 per cent of Australians were born overseas or have at least one 

parent who was born overseas. 

 People from over 200 countries make up the Australian community. 

 More than 300 languages are spoken in Australian homes. 

 Apart from English the most common languages spoken in Australia are 

Mandarin, Italian, Arabic, Cantonese, Greek, Vietnamese, Tagalog/

Filipino, Spanish and Hindi. 

 More than 60 Indigenous languages are spoken in Australia 

(These facts are taken from ABS 2011 Census Data) 

In partnership with the Taree Library I had the pleasure of working with Dan-

ielle Old to organise a ‘Living Library’ of migrants from our area who shared 

their stories about migrating to Australia and  life back in their country of birth 

with the community.  A Living Library is like a   regular library but the books are 

living, real people with real stories.  Borrowers got a chance to engage in an 

informal half hour conversation with the living books, chatting about their lives 

and experiences in Australia and from their home countries which included 

Kenya, Senega, Vietnam, Indonesia, Egypt, Russia, Congo, India and Austria.   

The library which was held on the 18,19 and 21st May and was a great suc-

cess.  All community borrowers enjoyed their time with their books, learning 

lots.  Many thanks to our ‘books’ who enjoyed the chance to share their sto-

ries and make a contribution to their community. 

Weaving is a common craft around the world so it was fantastic to have Kaz 

Madigan bring her Saori Weaving looms along so members of the community 

could have a go and contribute to the  weaving of our community banners 

which were beautiful. 

O
u

r 
v
is

io
n

 i
s 

a
 j
o

y
o

u
s,

 d
iv

e
rs

e
 a

n
d

 i
n

c
lu

si
v
e

 c
o

m
m

u
n

it
y

 t
h

a
t 

c
e

le
b

ra
te

s 
it
s 

u
n

iq
u

e
n

e
ss

 a
n

d
 s

tr
e

n
g

th
s 

Jane O’Dwyer 
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Port Macquarie TAFE English Class 

Harmony Day Celebrations 

Taree TAFE English Class 

Living Library 

L-R: Presentation on their home coun-

tries of China and Ukraine by students.  

All the students ready for the feast!! 

L-R: Shelly helping 

weave the           

community banner.  

Our books sharing 

with the borrowers. 

L-R: Display of Indian dance and traditional Vietnamese dress 
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Africa Comes to the Manning Festival 

18-25 May 

This year the festival's theme is UBUNTU, a Southern African term which means ‘human-ness’, 
often used to mean the ‘the belief in a universal bond of sharing that connects all humanity’.   
The festival aims to raise awareness of African culture and issues facing African migrants and 
refugees in Australia, by show casing the Manning Valley and celebrating migrants’          
contributions to Australia. 

 

Afrofest Free entry Sunday 18 May 9.30am-30m Celebrating the Culture of Africa (Manning 
Regional Art Gallery) 

Drum Beat Africa with Afro Moses (BYO drum) 

The Manning Valley’s very first African souk (market) ~ Wingsong choir ~ dance ~ handicraft 
stalls ~ community mosaic ~ photographic Cultural Connections 

Festival hub: Manning Regional Art Gallery, 12 Macquarie St, Taree. 

 

UBUNTU Gala Concert Sunday 18 May 6pm-9.30pm 

An exciting musical journey to the heart of Africa with Miriam Lieberman and her band,     
followed by Lucky Lartey’s creative interpretations of West African traditional dance.  African 
inspired appetisers. 

Reservations and pre-payment required. Tickets $20 available from Movies, Games & More, 
208 Victoria St, Taree (6552 5699) or at www.gtcc.nsw.gov.au/bookonline.  Limited numbers, 
cash bar. 

 

Festival finale celebrating World Africa Day with Afro Moses Sunday 25 May 12-3pm 
(Manning Regional Art Gallery) 

Expect passion, colour, energy, powerful messages, dancing and a sense that you've just   
experienced something deeply special. 

Reservations and pre-payment required. Tickets $65 For Ghana-inspired meal and concert, 
$15 for concert only (2pm). Available from Movies, Games & More, 208 Victoria St, Taree 
(6552 5699) or at www.gtcc.nsw.gov.au/bookonline.  Limited numbers, cash bar. 

 

Other highlights include: creative writing and story telling workshops, African films and kite 
flying 

 

Festival hub: Manning Regional Art Gallery, 12 Macquarie St, Taree. 

 

For a detailed festival program go to: 

http://africa comestothemanning.blogspot.com.au/ or find us on Facebook at Africa Comes 
to the Manning Valley or call Manning Valley Neighbourhood Services on 6553 5121 



Migrant Settlement Project Worker 

The Migrant Settlement Project (MSP) Worker 

provides an information and referral service for 

migrants who have arrived in Australia in the last 

five years, and Culturally and Linguistically      

Diverse (CALD) residents in the Greater Taree, 

Hastings, Kempsey, Great Lakes and  Gloucester 

local government areas.   

The MSP worker also provides support to                 

organisations to deliver culturally appropriate 

services and host cultural activities such as     

Harmony Day. 

Ethnic Programs on 2BOB Radio 104.7FM 

Monday 2-3pm Dutch Hour 

Tuesday 3-4pm  German Hour 

Tuesday 7-8pm “Yousto Ellenico, Greek Hour 

Wednesday 2-3pm Filipino Hour 

Thursday 7-8pm French Hour 

Saturday 3-6pm “World 

beat” 

For more information 

contact the Station 

on 6552 6200 or  

email ofice@2bobradio.org.au. 

‘New to the Country? New to the Area? 

Come along to our ‘New Group’ and meet other 

parents in your local area also new to the country 

or new to the area. 

Meets once a month at the  Port Macquarie     

Library from 10am –12. For further details contact 

Jane on 6553 5121. 

 

The Migrant Settlement Project Worker 

can be contacted at: 

Manning Valley Neighbourhood Services 

Inc. 

4 Farquhar St 

Wingham 

Phone:  6553 5121 

Fax:  6553 5121 

Email: rmw@mvns.org.au  

Other English language options To discuss English language classes through the Adult   Migrant English 

Program (AMEP) at TAFE, other English classes at TAFE or the Language,  Skills for Educations and    

Employment Program (SEE)  call Jane on 6553 5121. 

Term 12014 Dates: 

 4 April  

 2 May 

 30 May 

 27 June 

English Language Classes at TAFE 

 

TAFE contact numbers for those wanting to   

enroll in AMEP (Australian Migrant English       

Program) and other English language classes. 

 

Taree TAFE: 

Contact Robyn Lee on 6591 3705 or Janette 

Miller on 0422 005 508 

 

Tuncurry TAFE: 

Contact Janette Miller on 6555 0619 or          

0422 005 508 

 

Port Macquarie TAFE: 

Call Lisa Rushton on 6581 6224 

 

Kempsey TAFE: 

Contact Lorraine Williams on 6560 2953 or Patsy 

Interpreting in NSW Public Hospitals 

Free interpreting services are available to all        

patients using NSW public health care services.  

All patients and their families have the right to 

request a health care interpreter, even if they 

are not offered one. 

To access a professional health care interpreter 

ask the health staff to call the: 

Health Care Interpreter Service on 1800 674 994 


